Welcome tothe fist Leading Screech Newsletter, 2016 seems to have been the year of 
the ZX Spectrum with wo new devices - the Vega and he Next being announced, both 
jvith shes desaned by Rck Dickinson. who desianed the rial Spec. Ones fll 
luntional handheld with bl seen the other ful seed Keyboard oferng the 
comple ZX enerience and then sore. There have been a couple of mises too. 


“The 64 handheld ul keyboard did't meet its croweunding target & the Coleco 
(Chamelon tured out tobe a SNES inJa's clothing. Admist af this eanfuson and 
ontraversy, surely afew people are thinking why dont they jst update the emulators? 
That's what people were ready using, Some peosle own Vegas & they wat to play tex 


ventures wh ne keyboard - ve been tacking thi issue myself with a programm 


‘raking ale! Veradvent 
Stephen 


Wit Try -Repton Mobile 


IWahere’s a recurtng theme among 
people describing Goowe Py, 
loreviouy known a8 Andros 
Market ts that the qulty of te 
ops varied, with some Seng 35 
polished a fest platinum, and 
lathes being a pled severely 
neglected pub tlt at 4am on the 
morning after half-price baked beans 


describing the eat days of home 
‘computer games, tis atten 
‘mentioned thatthe qual of clones 
of popular arade games was 2s 


‘of heavily tranquisd,coss-eyed dairy cow traveling down aera incline 
following an industrial scale bute spilage 


‘So, what happens wien you ross Google Pay with fly obvious @ bit clone of 
the areade game Boulderdash? tures out, actualy real jel of a smartphone 
‘That game is called Repton 4, and I's rama ofthe ld Superior Software tle 
‘by Tim Tyler which was avaiable onthe BOC Mier, Acorn Electron, C8, and ZX 
Spectrum back inthe day. You play Repton, and have to collect a mumber of 
amend trom underground eaves avo rocks gan the monsters that 
‘atch fom them, There are ago sates to bypass. for which keys ned to Be 


‘where some games canbe fda to control on Android devices, often suggesting 
an add-on controler s desperately needed, Rept 3 has realy nice gesture 
‘control, Simply touching a Ile rer along from Repton wil a ohm valking 
in that tection. There's no naa for an on-screen joystick or keyboard, n part 
‘because te ame only realy needed four keys in the cays when it was played on 
computers with a keyboard 


Ie well worth dowlvaing the fee version - which some discersing players may 
ike te note appear to inche no vars forthe rat eleva and if youre 
{ood enous to progress there are in-game purchases for varying kil levels 
(prices corect on Sr Nov 2036) canging from £0.79 GBP forthe Young Repton 

to £2.29 GBP forthe harder Techy and Challenge eve! packs. A escount 
“Meta Bune, containing all the levee costs £8.95 GBP, 


Repton 1s available an Google Play frm Superior Interactive and is alo avaiable 
for Appie devices Including the Phone and iPad a wel as PCs 


VEGA ADVENTURE MAKER 


[The 2x Spectrum Vegs hae 
kcyooard. 2X Spectrum enthusiasts 

boueht a Vera. The enthusiasts want 
speccy back nthe 1980s, but and 


évent- a hardy system not 
-iiar to tent adventure software 
avalable nthe past but, I needs no 
hcvoara 


The core principal is that the engine 
clea Vegacvent- a al 


iro through the D-Pad, and makes 


se ofthe ater button for essen 


Jean be input through the 

oath century 2X Spectcum or emultor, 

ord the data saved tobe used onthe 
ton ofa standard Vees 


sciventuces to be directly layed ona 


The am ofthis part sto abtain some change. in order to eatch the able car (ram 
versions before vi.) and this 


‘must escape your own house, which you've managed to lse the keys fr ater an 


{AM WARDROBE, GET SUIT, SOUTH, GET SLIPPERS, EXAM PHONE, SOUTH, 
GET AIRHORN, WEST, GET AFTERSHAVE, EAST, SOUTH, GET BOLTCUTTERS, 
GET UNDERPANTS, EXAM DOG, USE AFTERSHAVE (You must nave the slippers 
in your inventory ale), USE SLIPPERSISMELLY), GET KEY, WEST. NORTH, 
NORTH, NORTH, USE KEY, WEST, NORTH, USE BOLTCUTTERS, GET 
AKE|UNLOCKED}, SOUTH, EAST, EAST, EAST, SOUTH, SOUTH, USE AIRHORN, 
NPC DROPS MOBILE", GET MOBILE, SOUTH, EAST, EXAM BRIAN, WEST, 
(GET TROUSERSIGREM), EAST, NORTH, EAST, EAST, NORTH, EAST nto shop, 
EXAM SHOPKEEPER, GIVE SHOPKEEPER AFTERSHAVE, SHOPKEEPER GIVES 
‘YOU MONEY, you can inmethately GIVE SHOPAEEPER MONEYS, 
SHOPKEEPER GIVES YOU black OYE. WEST lout of hop), NORTH, WEST, GET 
SHIRTIWHITE) WEST, WEST, WEST, WEST, SOUTH, EXAM SOPHIE, WEST, 
SOUTH, EXAM PAYPHONE, Messages ane of thoe.”.0447200870", SOUTH, 
[EXAM DETECTIVE, WEST, “The detective ftom to let youn there" USE 
EREADER, NORTH, WEST, GET SHOESIBLACK), GET BUCKETIEMETY, EAST, 
EAST, NORTH, NORTH, EAST, NORTH, EAST, EAST, EAST, EAST, Crossroad, 
SOUTH, SOUTH, SOUTH, Searont Road, EAST, EAST, EAST, NORTH, EAST fnto 
‘hop GIVE SHOPKEEPER SHIRTIWHITE, She gves you the BIKIN, WEST, 
es) ia inventory, NORTH, EAST, EAST, EAST, Crossroads, SOUTH, SOUTH, 
SOUTH, Seaont Road, EAST, EAST, EAST, NORTH, NORTH, WEST, Boating 
Lake, EXAM DYE, USE BUCKET {EMPTY}, USE DYE, USE TROUSERS(GREM), 
Messoge:"You made blak, WET TROUSERS, EAST. NORTH, WEST, USE 
DRYER, Par keeper chases you, EAST. SOUTH, SOUTH, WEST. WEST. SOUTH, 
INVENTORY, GIVE BRAN UNDERPANTS, GIVE BRIAN TROUSERS(BLACK, 
{GIVE BRIAN SHOESBLACK), GIVE BRIAN SHIRTIRED), message SRIAN: “Than, 
mate’ You now have MONEY20 in your inventory, NORTH, WEST. NORTH, 
WEST, Arade Entrance, WEST, USE MONEY20, GET CHANGE, EAST EAST, 
‘SOUTH, EAST, EAST, EAST. NORTH, NORTH, WEST, WEST, NORTH, USE 
(CHANGE, Here you can see: TICKET. Part One is naw complete and you have 218| 
bint. Dont forget to write cawn the password for Part Two if you want 
remember it} 


and never had any cause of complain, The only damage was cause when | 
[cided te open up out of curiousity and havea look isi always something 
only professions should do and preferably after any waranles have expired, 


vs siry sturdy constuction anda bull-In Waar of previously expensive 
eartrige tle ull a and rendy to go tis handheld provides convenience and 


“The ‘other Retro Handel 
‘Arcade Gamer Portable 


ots of fun forthe relatively low cost of £25 to £40 that you wil normally pay. 


pxcames alo produce a handheld version of the SEGA Megarve( Genes whic 
Jomes with abullsin SD card stot for aang new games from tel website, 
rich shall ot wrte about here but, that also sa good - but, more expensve 
eevice. 


rhe 2 Spectrom Vega and The 
etry attract teres tis ear the 
ter nt erouth to met the 

feowcturcing rae bu the once 
other are akesdy a numberof hem Deg ScD tn eth 


camer Portable handheld by Game 1.x kid in High Tech World 


‘02 Ale Ken Miracle World 
03.Alec Kida The Lost Stars 

(4 Assau Cty 

O5.Astro Warrior 

(6 Actee Adventure 

G7. Bak fae Animal 

10.D+ Robots Mean Bean Machine 
11.Dragon Crystal 

42. cos The Tides of Time 

44 Faniasy Zone llOna Opa) 

15.Gain Ground 


rv handheld comes with a selcton of 
fees bull Including wel- known 
eles such as Ale Kidd in Mracle 
Word, Golden Axe, an Son Spnbat 
There sn SD-sot or ther akernative, 
rveaningne exira games canbe easly 
ace 


Videos provided by te Integrated 24" 
TFT screen, withthe option of 
ociputing a signal to television 
esrough 2 composite A/V cable. The 
able needs ajacktype connector on 
ene handhels end Athoush not popular 
row as hoy used tobe, searching for 


16 Gioba Defense 

17.Golden Axe 

28Kung Fuca 

esncorder cable tends ring up ren ian 
20 Putt and Putter 

21Quaret 

22Rstar the Shooting Sar 

25.nai Maze 

24 Sonic Drit2 


results on shopping websites, 


natn jcktype connect, onthe 
smi. andthe Arcade Garr Portable 
has btn volume contr 26.Sonc Spinal 

27 Sane Triple Trouble 
28 Super Columns 
29 Tails Adventure 


The Dd and we action buttons ae 
reasonably sturdy suggesting that they 
ul stand up-wel to many intense 
Je2ming sessions. The D-Pad ako has 
rice molded shape, alowing you to 
side your thumi around without havog 


valle rom the US va international 


an optional thi roto 

ing to the design yoursel Ther 
pul in Hexadecimal keyboard ana fll 
QWERTY conta through RS222 serial 


Loading Screech Guide - a 


HOW TO BEA 
PROGRAMMER 


The over, the ratorbikes, the aemoroids 
Find out how with this handy gue. 


Things you wl need 


01. Books 
JYou might thine the opposites true and you dont need them but, even you are 
‘ent in r+ or Pythan. bocks make yau look more intellects Make sure they 
relate to programming 32 copy ofthe atest Paper Maiche Man graphic nave 


Just want de it for you Witha ile cesar work, ance thick book cou 


hollowed outta hide sacks or even a mahanhe cance 


soni 
Forget about norma! office hours, programming’ big commitment. nd you 
won't be making home in ime for tee with that release date for your sofware 


fast approaching, Avo anything ike nuts f you are working in he same room a 


your colagues, Otherwise, you might want fo swing past the loca lesurecenve 
nd pick pa jumbo bag of nase pegs onthe way to work 


190 Haemoeroid Cm 
Moparts dre sting down 4, aftr few month on your posterior 


so. spectacles 
These prop wil help you ook the stereotypical part, Als useful for reading the 
edgy snalpint on sftware contract, and stating camp res fllowing at 
‘rom extraterestrl * rampant gamers demanding solutions that cansequenty 
Jeave your offices without power. 


#05. Framed Photo 
‘Olay. maybe youre married, maybe youre singe - ether way, thls your route 
zal the cays you vant off, Just make sure you got the rams from a shop your 
oss doesn goto, or hell reat that realy sa bunch of supermodels gining 
ke lunatics inthe image (bviouly if you go ucky and maried a supermede! 
‘is doesnt apo 


08. Waking Pag 
Natural, his fo sketching sprites, designing levels 


on your maths nd a 
that other inelectual stuf, Also comesin handy fora reife game of paper 


< FIVE MINUTE BASIC #2 - ‘My Spectrum is Made by Commodore’ 
(From Lending Sereeeh Blog July 20,2014) 


Here's fun ite program that rakes it ook ike your Sineat ZX Spectrum sa Commodore 64. The C64 start screen fs eaty 
rereatable with some print cand and changes to the colour ofthe paper, border, ad text: 


{REM My Spectrum is Made by Commodore 
2REM by Stephen Nicho! 2014 

{SO BORDER 1: PAPER 1:INK5:CLS 

20 PRINT BRIGHT 0; NK SAAT 1,17"*"* COMMODORE 44 BASIC V2 
SO PRINTAT20:"" 

‘40 PRINT AT 20°61K RAM SYSTEM 38911 BASIC BYTES FREE" 

SO PRINTATA0;"" 

60 PRINT AT 50;"READY" 

‘OPRINT AT 40,"" 

80 PRINTAT 60;"" 

90 PRINT FLASH LAT 7.19" " 

300 PAUSE 250 

410 FORp-0TO 6sTEP1 

4120 PAPER o! BORDER pet: CLS 

4190 BEEP 0,NO"12: BEEP O2.RND"? 

340 NEXT p 

4350 BORDER 7: PAPER 7:INKO: CLS 

4160 pint t 21, Die fool yout" 

170 pause 100 

180 PRINT AT 21,0°(61982 Sinclar Research Lis 


Explanation Refresver 
Lines and 2 are REMarks indicating the nature and author of the program. Just about anything can be put na REM statement 


Lines 110 to 140 ae a For-Next loop that change the colour af the screen and border in steps of 1. The +1 means thatthe 
orders aways. cifferent colour tothe paper. Tatisalso why the For statement ends at instead of 7 which she final 
colour, otherwise our rogram woul soo working 


Line 150 sets the colours ofthe paper, border, and ink tothe black and white attributes used nthe Sincsir Research start 
scron fun ona Wester European Spectrum earlier than the 128K +2 


Line 260 prints 2 message asking i anyone was fooled, You coud change the colour ofthis or make flash if you wanted to 
Line 170 pauses for2 seconds (xS0hz = Pause 100), 


Final ine 180, print the wore famous incl Research copyright message (lease note - theres an actual copyright symbol 
Jon the Spectrum, instead of the brackets andlelterc that | have wed inthis tot) 


September 1st 2016 - The Gigabyte Trap 


At guess een 3 year and tree months since I started making ths gumea 20 level plalvmer called Can Rese, for 
Windows 10 PCs. That originally had nating to eseue init Except Capt So ges tha’ okay then Stl ve now added 


[A varlous times ve Uioughs that as seta fnshed snl - every Une, anew problem raps up. Hos lng does it lake one 
person ta make afl sled etzo-stye game? Tums au the answer x-na matter whal tools reused - que 3 ong Ue 


‘Mos recently (ve been encountering lag inthe game fom around level 9 onwards. Everything on the screen goes ata sais 
pace | ry and increase the player speed po apparent change 


Maybe there's something wrong in the lole? Nope- can’ see anything. ven s,Imske afew ccs, and hry running Level 
Jan the togc rom Level 1. That wi crange the background music anda few other things but might salve some problems. 


PNove sno change: Level 9 uns fea decrepit and elery sai traveling through treale-wearng an elastic bandwith one 
Jena wrapped aroundit’s wast and the ather end around tree trunk thathas fargotien it suppased tobe goign the other 
Povection anya, 


Jo» previous attemets ta solve this problem, my thoughts have become tied and Ravers been able ose the wood for trees 
but, have ciar ind naw anda peat ides |eactvae al othe og, excep or the player conto 


bow \cantick anything up. Enemies rain stationary, and cannot be removed Surprise the problem art in the player 
controls 


Jone by one eactivate the virious block af lwieItsoon becomes spparent that te problem with» group of introns 
for et-right enemies, which set -explanatory 

know fram the manwal a the game engine Iam using. that too many obects on sereen can stow things doven bu, already 
st ths evel into twa for exactly tht reason and things hid seemed okay. Bt, hen -1 added thse sar forthe layer ta 
halve te numberof enemies on the level deleting the rest. My frame ates back, the game Is runing smooth - unm 
eve salars, then we're golng trough qu ar aga. So, | delete one ofthe sallors-e game is sooth aga 


Problem solved. turner thoughts thatthe High Density (HO! rescution ef my piel raph means | can have even ess 
objects on streen, Aste nekt hing | want folk at- once all the levee are les bloated - plier speed th information may 
leecome useful asain. Cap'n Goode does pod bit andl ke him tobe a bi more nipy Ike certain, possibly famaus, 199%5 
piattorm game characters rom Japan. 


aks fr readog 
ephen 
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